a tee eae eae ees 


UTHERAN 


oc 
* 


L 


CONTENTS 


f 

bi Key. Words (SIN oo iss ois.» 2 
2. The Small Catechism ..... 3 
393. Faith at Work: 


a Teacher/Missionary .. 4 » 
Peis elf to Pyne, -....c..5-., 6 
ase 5. Your World Missions ..... 8 
pet 6. NewS ......+4eseesseceeee 9 
o,7. Church Extension Fund ... 11 
8 


IIS 
ae iey, 
anes 


IRIS 
a, ray) 
Sues cnee 
3S 
jen) 


SD CBUDOAY,. 5 ole lereleis sw 4th aires) be 


i June 1959 Vol. IV, 


Bene 
ate: 
Ditto: 


INFORMATION, ARTICLES, ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Pat ee 


JANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


Issued by 


EV 


KEY WORDS Sj 
Sin is the opposite of sanctification, and like 
it, lies primarily in what motivates us. Our 
actions are the evidence of our motivation, 


Sin More than Vice and Crime 


The prevalent notion of "salvation by decency" is 
an indication of people's underestimation of the 
scope and consequence of sin. Sinis often thought 
as another termfor vice and crime, vice being sin 
against self, and crime being sin against others. 
This leaves outthe big fact that sin is primarily 
against God (Psalm 51:4). It is often felt that if 
one manages more or less to avoid vice and crime 
and to live an honourable life, that is really all 
God can expect. 


"Original Sin" Our Big Problem 


But we cught not to forget that the first half of 
the moral law deals exclusively with our attitude 
toward God, and that even the second half is com—- 
pletely dependent upon the right attitude toward 
Him. "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." (Rom. 
fey Since everyone is born without faith (John 
3:3-6), before one comes to faith in the Saviour, 
one's life is completely sin before God, no matter 
how socially respectable it may be. This total 
depravity and guilt we call "original sin", because 
it is our very nature, which we inherit, making us 
heirs of death and damnation (Rom.5:12; Eph. 2:12). 


"Actual Sin" the Terrible Resuit 


But the corrupt human nature which we inherit also 
has a devastating effect on our lives; it is the 
cause of all sorts of sinful emotions, thoughts, 
words and deeds (Mark 7: 21-23). The unbeliever 
can do nothing to please God (Heb. 11:16), and 
even the true believeris never completely success— 
ful in his struggle against the sinful tendencies 
and moral weaknesses of his inherited human nature. 


Arnold Rakow 


HISTORIC STATEMENTS OF OUR FAITH 


Ghe Small Gatechism 


"The deplorable, miserable conditions which I dis-— 
covered lately has forced and urged me to prepare 
this Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this 
small plain simple form. .. The common people have 
no knowledge whatever of Christian doctrine ,and, 
alas, many pastors are altogether incapable .. All 
maintain that they are Christians .. yet they can 
not recite the Lord's Prayer, or the Creed or the 
Ten Commandments." These words from the Preface to 
the Small Catechism explain Dr. Luther's reason 
for publishing the two Catechisms which have be- 
come official confessions and standard textbooks 
everywhere in the Lutheran Church. 


The Small Catechism was intended for children; the 
Large Catechism for parents, schoolmasters and 
pastors. Both appeared in 1529. 


In the same year, the Small Catechism was imported 
into Britain but was immediately proscribed by the 
Index of Forbidden Books. Nineteen years later, 
it was published by the authority of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, under the title 
A Short Introduction to the Christian Religion. 
The melodious English style of Cranmer which we 
also have in many of our Collects is largely lost 
in the translation in use in our church today. 


The Small Catechism is a remarkable little book 
and one of the greatest treasures of the church. 
Where is there another textbook of any kind that 
has maintained itself in general use and without 
alteration for four hundred years? Where are the 
great doctrines of the Christian Bible more briefly 
and more plainly put? 


There is no necessity to describe the Lutheran 
Catechism to Lutheran readers for it is the means 
of instruction for membership used everywhere and 
in every tongue by the Lutheran Church. 


My Faith at Work 
by 
A TEACHER/MISSIONARY 


MISS NORA MITCHELL 


Teacher 
Lutheran High School 
Vadakangulum, S. India 


If, as a youth facing the future I had been asked 
to name three wishes, Iam sure that never for one 
moment would I have suggested a missionary's life 
in some primitive tropical village. 


It is easy to see in retrospect that the sort of 
life I would have chosen would soon have ledto 
an indifference to God and loss of faith. Fortun— 
ately, the Lord understood my everpresent selfish-— 
ness and in His wisdom brought me to realize that 
I, too, have been put on this earth to worship Him 
and to bring other people into His kingdom. 


Disappointment 


As I look around here in Vadakangulum, I sometimes 
feel that I should best catch the first ship home. 
So many of our Christians are still thoroughly 
steeped in Hindu intrigue and superstition. They 
have listened to the Gospel, memorized many Bible 
passages, recited their confirmation vows —- and © 
yet the Spirit does not seem active in them. So 
often aChristian church leader marries his daughter 
to a Hindu rather than choose a Christian husband 
from a different caste. So often we hear that one 
of our own Lutheran-trained pastors has fallen to 
the temptation of using for himself moneys trusted 
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into his keeping by the church, or that a teacher 
has involved himself in such debts that he will 
never be able to clear them. 


If these are the results of so many years of conse- 
crated toil, would it not be better for me, for 
all of us perhaps, to return to our native land? 


Reward 


Humanly speaking, the task we missionaries face is 
an impossible one. It is only through faith that 
the Word is spread. But it is God's command that 
we live our lives in His service. Here on the 
mission field, the challenge may be greater, but 
also we see more clearly the results of faith in 
our lives. Asoftenas we bring a difficult problem 
to our Saviour in prayer and in faith entrust it 
to Him, just so often He shows us the solution. 
We no longer see Christians who have failed but 
remember that they have already overcome more 
temptations than perhaps we shall ever be asked to 
face, and through this failure they too are tested 
and perhaps even strengthened in faith. We see not 
the thousands who are patently hypocrites, but the 
millions who have received opportunity to hear the 
Gospel and believe in Christ as their Saviour. 


Only as our faith grows stronger can we serve God 
better and thus fulfil the true purpose of life. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Miss Nora Mitchell, former lLuther-Tyndale 

' member and superintendent of its Sunday School, : 
/ was educated in London schools and trained at 
Avery Hill Teacher's College and Birkbeck 
College, London University. In February 1956, 
she joined the staff of the Lutheran Mission 
in South India. She is now teaching at Lutheran 
High School in Vadakangulum, Madras State. 
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KENTISH TOWN Confirmation of two adults on Whit- 

sunday, 17 May: Mrs. Lillian Davies 
and Mrs. Kate Christine Davis .. on a perfect May 
day, 13 May, twenty ladies enjoyed an excursion 
to Oxford and to Blenheim Palace .. Ladies' Guild 
plans a Nursery Roll programme .. thirteen Junior 
Luther Leaguers were among the thousands at Wembley 
Stadium watching the famed Harlem Globe Trotters, 
an American all-Negro basketball team, on 19 May 
... Peter Hillenbrand, medical student, appointed 
new leader of Junior Youth Club ..... resurfacing 
of church grounds completed at a cost of £400 ... 
“We Discuss Our Church" evening on 13 May, in 
which all communicant members were invited to raise 
points regarding any aspect of congregational life, 
soon centered itself in neighbourhood mission out— 
reach .... the need for aggressive leadership and 
a well-defined programme was felt and expressed .. 
further meetings planned. 


SUNDERLAND Monthly film showings successful in 

attracting children and adults from 
surrounding new flats to St. Timothys .... marked 
increase in SS and church attendance since April 
... "because of the booklet ‘Brethren Pray for Us' 
many prayers ascended on high for St. Timothys", 
Pastor Bosch writes. "The good Lord certainly has 
heard and answered them" ,, does your congregation 
pray regularly for other ELCE stations? .... 1960 
Synod at St. Timothys already being planned, a gas 
cooker having been donated for catering on this 
occasion ,. new Bible Class topic: "John's Unique 
Portrait of Jesus", a Concordia series. 


CARDIFF With Executive Council approval of 
Architect's design for Lutheran 
church at Fairwater, application is being made for 
permission to erecta temporary hut onthe site ... 
if successful, church, Sunday School, and youth 
clubs will be transferred during the summer. 
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TOTTENHAM Mission Festival on Whitsunday, 17 May, 
had Prof. Holland Jones, St. Louis 
professor now ending a year at Cambridge, as main 
speaker ... Children's Outing to Bostall Woods via 
Woolwich Ferry on Saturday, 9 May, attended by 27 
children and 7 adults .... Luther Society officers 
installed in morning church service on 3 May. 


GRINDON Approval of Executive Council of plan 

for church and parsonage .. architect 
hopes to have second-stage working drawings ready 
by July. 


PETTS WOOD At a meeting with the architect and 

the Chairman of the Executive Coun- 
cil on Friday, 8 May, the Church Council resolved 
to ask approval of the Executive Council to neg- 
otiate for a new church site at Poverest Road, one 
mile from the present parsonage at Towncourt Cres- 
CONG. sa. «is . the new site, owned by Orpington Urban 
District Council, is a half-acre with a 200 foot 
frontage on a main road and is more conveniently 
located for the present Sunday School, youth club 
and for a good part of the congregation ..... per-—- 
mission for a lutheran church on the site should be 
easier since the application of another church, 
since withdrawn, was granted. 


RUISLIP Whitsunday a big day at St. Andrews: 
"Time and Talent Pledges" dedicated, 
installation of the Church Council, of SS teachers 
and church musician, of the officers of the Ladies' 
Guild and the Luther League, special offering for 
the Church Extension Fund ..... series of meetings 
between architects and building committee success— 
fully concluded with the acceptance of designs for 
the church .... Voters' Assembly resolves to raise 
at least £800 ingifts for the new building ... new 
Bible Class topic "The Life of Christ according to 
the Harmony of the Gospels" doubles attendance. 


Your Missions Around the World 


MARVIN BRAMMETER MISSIONS CORRESPONDENT 
The Devil Rubbed his Hands in Glee 


"We are almost daily reminded", Missionary Lee 
Strackbein writes from New Guinea, "of how uttery 
and pathetically the natives are bound to their 
old heathen customs and superstitions and idolatry. 


"One day, for instance, I was expecting a large 
group of men to cometo work on the airstrip, but 

only three showed up. A very rich and socially 
prominent man had died; everyone stayed home to 
sacrifice pigs to his spirit. They did this to show 
him how much they honoured and revered him and also 
to try to make sure that he would not return to 
harass them with sickness, death, or poor gardens 
and skinny pigs. 


"Another time, after a certain tribe had come to 
work for the first time, some important member died 
the following day. Immediately they assumed that 
someone else here on the Station had prepared a 
magic charm or fetish that had resulted in the man's 
death, They announced they would not come to the 
station again and, in fact, didn't want to have 
much more to do with our mission. 


"T am sure that the Devil rubbed his hands in glee 
each time the work here had a setback like this 
instance above, but Iam just as sure as the 
mercies and premises of our God are _ sure that 
Satan's tyrannical strangle hold on these people 
is going to be broken and Christ's Church estab- 
lished here too. 


"0, that there were sufficient men and money to 
bring the light of the Gospel to all the people 
still walking in darlmess. Don't forget to think 
concretely and specifically of this very thing when 
you pray, 'Thy kingdom come'". 
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CHURCH MODELS TO HELP PUBLICIZE C.E.F. 


The models of projected churches which attracted 
attention at the 1959 Synod will be circulated 
among all ELCE congregations andmissions, accord— 
ing to plans discussed by the CEF Committee at 
their meeting on Friday, 15 May. In order to reach 
the 1959 goal and slogan, Every Member a Regular 
Investor, wider use had to be made of CEF Savings 
Envelopes, now available to all churches. The 
Committee also discussed Deeds of Covenant to the 
CEF and resolved to call a meeting of all local 
representatives in June. 


MISSOURI THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE IN JULY 


A theological conference to which all Lutheran 
pastors in Great Britain will be invited will take 
place in London from 7-9 July. Under the general 
theme, "The Ecumenical Task of the Lutheran Church", 
the Conference will hear papers read by Prof. M. 
Naumann of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, and 
by Prof. H. J. Boumann of Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis. The meeting is sponsored by the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod and will be led by its 
2nd Vice-President, Dr. H. Harms. 


1959 SYNOD PROCEEDINGS AVAILABLE SOON 


The Official Report of the Proceedings of the Fifth 
Annual Synod held at Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire, 
from 17-18 April will be available in booklet form 
in the next few weeks. Copies will be sent to all 
congregations and missions, 


SEVEN-YEAR PHASE II EXPANSION PLAN CONSIDERED 


A projection of ELCE mission expansion to 1965 was 
considered by the Executive Council at a special 
meeting on Tuesday, 12 May. The modified Phase II 
foresees a total 20 ELCE pastors by 1965 instead of 
1963, as previously planned. At the same meeting, 
the Council supported the application of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Petts Wood, to negotiate for the 


new site in Poverest Road. 
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HARLOW PASTOR AND FAMILY ARRIVE 


The Rev. Valentine Hennig and family arrivedin 
London on Tuesday, 12 May after anair-—sea journey. 
of nearly 6000 miles from his former charge in 
Montgomery, Alberta, Canada. Pastor Hennig will 
serve the new ELCE mission in Harlow New Town where 
construction of the Lutheran church and parsonage 
will, God willing, begin at the end of the year. 
While Pastor Pearce andhis family are on furlough 
in Canada, the Hennigs will reside at their hone, 
13 Twyford Avenue, London N.2. During the sumer, 
Mr. Hennig will supply London pulpits. 


BARNES CONFERENCE DISCUSSES ROCK 'N ROLL 


Rock 'n Roll and other forms of dancing were among 
the subjects discussed by ELCE pastors at their 
bi-monthly conference at the Lutheran Building at 
42 Museum Street on 27-28 April. The pastors also 
heard the final study of selected chapters of the 
Book of Deuteronomy by Prof. Holland Jones of the 
Old Testament department of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, U.S.A. Professor Jones returns, after a 
year at Cambridge, to St. Louis in June. 


FILMSTRIP TELLS E.L.C.E. STORY 


"A Lutheran Rose Blossoms in England" is the title 
of an Eastman colour filmstrip under preparation 
which will illustrate the work of the ELCE, Its 
86 frames show aspects of the history and activity 
of each ELCE congregation and mission, The film— 
strip with its accompanying guide is intended for 
distribution among Lutheran congregations in the 
United States, Canada and Australia. It will also 
be made available to congregations in this country. 


GHANA 1959 FOREIGN MISSION FIELD 


Ghana, youngest of the world's nations and member 
of the British Commonwealth, has been named the 
ELCE Foreign Mission field for 1959 by the Executive 
Council. 


10 


ClUAGr eATeNSlON FUND 
es ee 


£10000 | 
Loans Donations 
€ 8000 | KENTISH TOWN £214 & 43 
TOTTENHAM 131 1 
£ 6000 |. RUISLIP 298 8 
mF SUNDERLAND 14 0 
Tr PETES WOOD 10 54 
# 4000 _ BROMLEY 5 0 
3 BOREHAM WOOD 1 5 
£ 2000 | GRINDON 28 3 
CARDIFF 0 0 
CAMBRIDGE 250 0 
OTHERS © 10. _67 
Totals £951 £181 
Grand Total £1132 


COUNCIL APPROVES FOUR BUILDING PROJECTS 


After months of discussion of preliminary sketch 
plans for buildings at Ruislip, Grindon, Cardiff 
and Harlow, the Executive Council at their meeting 

on Tuesday, 5 May, gave approval for the second 
stage of working drawings ineach case, It is est- 
imated that plans will be sufficiently advanced 
to ask for builders' tenders for each project by 
September and to begin construction on all four 
before the end of the year. The buildings planned 
are a church-cum-hali at Ruislip, church and par- 
sonage at Grindon, church-cum-hall and parsonage 
at Cardiff, and church-cum-hall and parsonage at 
Harlow. The estimated total cost exceeds £80,000. 
The Council is hopeful that at least £10,000 will 
be available from the ELCE Church Extension Fund. 
Application has been made to the Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod for a loan to cover the balance. 
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Winitsund 
On the holy and joyful feast of Pentecost we give 
thanks to our Lord God as we celebrate the great 
unending mercy which He made manifest on earth in 
that He revealed from heaven to us poor men His 
holy Word, which is not a plain and common word, 


but a special and a different Word, compared with 
the Law of Moses. 


For this day the Kingdom of Christ began through 
the Apostles, andwas manifested through the Gospel 
for all the world. Of course, in His Person 
Christ possessed His Kingdom from eternity, tut on 
Whitsunday it was made manifest by the Holy Ghost 
through the Apostles to all the world, and this 
revelation was accompanied by the great courage, 
daring, and joy of those wretched fisherman, the 
Apostles, who had previously denied Christ and 
deserted Him because their minds were stupid and 
afraid and in despair. 


Today, on this Whitsunday, we celebrate the joyous, 
blessed, and precious Kingdom of Christ, which is 
full of joy, and confidence and courage. 


Martin Luther 
Sermon for Whitsunday 1534 
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